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This is the Three Mile Water which rises in Ballyrobert up in County Antrim and flows 
down to Belfast Lough. I’ve been strolling along the banks with John Webster the 

Chairman of the local angling club, and Brian Crothers the clubs head balliff. 
 
Now John how difficult was it to recover from the 
last pollution incident? 
 
Paddy it was very, very difficult to recover from it, we 
actually had to get into the river and turn over every stone 
we could find with pollution under it and let the pollution 
get away…. Clean it by hand… youngsters, grown men.. 
old people, everybody got in and helped the community, 
and it was a great achievement, and as you now can see.. 
looking at this pool, the trout are rising away in it. 
 
Well obviously a lot of work has been done on the 
river, it’s in wonderful condition at the moment, …and you have installed a weir and a 
fish pass, how well are they working..? 

 
Well the fish pass was installed in 2002, we got a great 
run of fish up it, we tested it out there was something 
like 80 fish an hour going over it at one time, counted 
on the November period, and it was great to see these 
fish running the river again, bringing it back to the old 
days, the way it used to be, and the way it should be! 
 
That’s the effect of all the hard work, quite 
simply to get fish back into the river – to produce 
a good healthy stock of fish here. 

 
The whole idea was to get fish in, a run of sea trout back into the river, the way it used to be, 
angling clubs weren’t mentioned, fishing wasn’t even mentioned, we weren’t interested, we 
worked for nearly three years before we formed a fishing club. 
 
And how successful is the club at the moment, how many members do you have ? 
 
Well we have forty five members at the moment – 
and ten juniors and ah things are going very well. 
 
The club also has six full time balliffs, Brian how 
tough is it being a balliff on the Three Mile 
Water here..? 
 
Well touch wood we have only been established three 
or four years now, and touch wood as I say we 
haven’t had any big poaching problems, it’s mostly 
pollution at the minute, and hopefully that’s all behind 
us, so it should be easy enough going from here on 
in. 
 
So how do you go about your job as a bailiff..? What does it entail..? 



 

 

 

 
Basically when you get the time is going down …keeping an eye on the water conditions, and the 
amount of fish that’s running the river, and making sure that nobody really bothers with 
them…and that they have free access to where they are heading for to spawn. 
 
What about the local people, how do they react to the fact that so much work has been 
done on the river and that its now back. in good condition? 
 
In general we get a lot of good support from the 
community so we do. 
 
Now in the little while we’ve been here I have seen 
some fish rising further along the river.., is there a 
good population up in that stretch between these 
two little ripple area’s. 
 
Ammm, there would be a few brown trout up to ¾ LB 
maybe slightly more, 90% of the fish that you would 
have seen feeding at the minute would be smolt’s and come another week, fortnight they will all 
be away into the sea, and you will be left with basically the resident brown trout in the river. 
 

John we should probably explain what exactly is a 
smolt? 
 
Well a smolt is a fish that has been in the river 
approximately two years, and it has now turned what 
would look like a little brown trout now turned into a bar 
of silver, 
And those fish will be heading away in the next flood 
hopefully to the sea.  
They will stay in the sea maybe a year, two 
years…maybe even three years, and will come back as 
adult fish.. and re-spawn again…and start the whole 

cycle once again, We Hope! 
 
Now along with your success in restoring the river, the Three Mile Water Club has also 
been making history, because it’s the first club in 
Ireland I believe… to win an award from the Wild 
Trout Trust. 
 
That’s correct Paddy, last year 2003, we won the Wild 
Trout Trust Award, the judges came over from England 
and they walked the river with us, they seen the work 
we had done. 
 
They were obviously very impressed. 
 
Very impressed for an urban area – to see such a river 
like this and trout in it. 
 
And did that mean some financial benefit ? 
 
Well – it certainly did, the only thing is we had to fly to White Hall and go to the Scotland Office of 
the Wild Trout Trust, we were piped in …, it was great fun, and we got presented with a lovely 



 

 

trophy and £1,500 for winning the Amateur section of the Wild Trout Trust. 
 
You’ve also been receiving some other financial support for your work. 
 
Yes we have to thank the Lottery People, Awards For All, Small Awards, we got £4,700 from them 
and that also helped to set the river up. Now we have had a bigger granting system, we have got 
money through Peace11, through D.C.A.L, we have got £40,000 plus the vat to fix the river up, 
and to build a Web Site up also in this, so there will be a Web Site and people will be able to get 
onto their computer, log on, http://www.threemilewater.org.uk  see what’s hatching on the river, 
see what the rivers fishing like. 
 
So the future is looking pretty bright. 
 
The futures looking pretty bright down here, and we are absolutely 
delighted and I would like to thank the Council, and everyone who 
helped us. 


